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	The people we know of today as the Celts, also known historically as the Gauls, can be traced back to around 1000 BCE during the Iron and Bronze ages. Their roots are extremely widespread throughout much of Western Europe in France, Germany, Great Britain, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, and Spain among other regions, making their exact origins exceedingly difficult to pinpoint. Much of what historians know about the Celts deals with the multiple migrations across primeval Europe, often to escape from the Greeks and Romans, and there have continually been pervasive and long lasting images of the Celts as a primitive and barbaric people. Leading archaeologists who specialize in the Celtic people have been trying to replace those images with a more accurate picture.
Preliminary Hypothesis
	By studying Celtic archaeology – surviving burials, megaliths, and the abundant monuments spread throughout the British Isles and Western Europe – we can better understand the origins and culture of the ancient Celtic people. A culture that for centuries lived without a written language, the Celts left behind many stone structures and priceless artifacts that can potentially help us unearth the true identity of a mysterious race of ancient people. 

Abstract
…Then the witches rushed through the air with great cries, and fled back to Slievenamon, uttering strange curses on the Spirit of the Well, who had wished their ruin - but the woman and the house were left in peace, and a mantle dropped by one of the witches in her flight was kept hung up by the mistress in memory of that night; and this mantle was kept by the same family from generation to generation for five hundred years after[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Apples4theteacher.com, “St. Patrick’s Day Short Stories: The Horned Women,” http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/st-patricks-day/short-stories/the-horned-women.html (accessed April 4, 2012)] 

	When you read a story or listen to someone else tell a story, you take for granted the fact that there will be a beginning, middle, and an end. But what if you were only given the middle and the end? The history of the Celtic people has long been shrouded in mystery precisely because we as historians have been left without a beginning to the story. Whereas with ancient societies like the Greeks and Romans we think of things like democracy, Michelangelo, and Corinthian architecture, with the Celts we are left largely to our imaginations as to what they were like. Today there are roughly seventy million people that can claim Irish heritage[footnoteRef:2], yet when many people conjure up Ireland in their minds they are bombarded with romanticized images of leprechauns, fairy circles, Stonehenge, and gold at the end of the rainbow.  [2:  John Holwell, “A Brief History of Ireland,” genealogypro, genealogypro.com/articles/Irish-history.html (accessed April 2, 2012).] 

	The lack of a written language has also left historians at a disadvantage, which is why the contemporary research on the ancient Celts is primarily being done by archaeologists. The transition from history to archaeology and an explanation for how archaeology can help us understand history and culture from a different perspective can be found on a website entitled “Archaeology for Educators.” “Unlike history, which relies primarily upon written records and documents to interpret great lives and events, archaeology allows us to delve far back into the time before written languages existed and to glimpse the lives of everyday people through analysis of things they made and left behind.”[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  SAA, “Archaeology for Educators: What is Archaeology?” Archaeology for the Public, www.saa.org/publicftp/public/educators/03_whatis.html (accessed March 31, 2012).] 

	It is not just the actual digging up of burials or decoding cryptic stone monuments that drives the progress being made in the field of Celtic archaeology; rather it is the identity that is being formed slowly over time which gives us a more complete picture of who these people were. Even today we struggle with the concept of identity: is it culture? Genetics? Language? Environment? Is identity something that we are born with, or is it created? There is nothing wrong with lending an air of mysticism to the Irish culture, but unless we put forth an effort to fully explore this aspect of the world’s history we risk having it be lost forever. The origins of the Celts and how they have changed over time may not be at the forefront of contemporary history, but unless we continue to explore and investigate what these people left behind there will always be that curiosity as to how the story began. 
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Comprehensive Research Plan
	I will start my research off with four weeks at the archaeology archives at Oxford University in the U.K. Not only is Oxford one of the leading academic universities in the world, they also happen to have one of the best archaeological archives dealing with Celtic history. Some of the most well known Celtic archaeologists are affiliated with the university as well – Paul Jacobsthal, Stuart Piggot, O.G.S. Crawford, and Barry Cunliffe – who would be an invaluable resource for projects dealing with this topic. 
	The next four weeks will be spent at the Prifysgol Bangor University in North Wales. Bangor is another leading university in history and archaeology, currently supporting two research institutes: WISCA (Welsh Institute for Social and Cultural Affairs) and IMEMS (Institute for Medieval and Early Modern Studies). Both WISCA and IMEMS have numerous technological resources available for use, as well as countless primary sources that have been collected over many years of research. I’m particularly interested in the seminars held by archaeologists affiliated with Bangor University that are combined with guided archaeological digs.
	After spending eight weeks working with archaeologists and professors at the university archives, the next step would be to spend the remaining eight weeks at actual archaeological sites: four weeks at Heuneburg, two weeks at La Tene, and two weeks at Lough Gur. Heuneburg is a Celtic hill fort in Southwestern Germany and is the location of a recent find where archaeologists discovered a 2600 year old burial. This site represents the forefront of Celtic archaeological research. La Tene is a dig site in Switzerland that was first discovered in the 1850s and has continued to yield results throughout the years. The final site, Lough Gur, resides in County Limerick in Ireland. A very enigmatic site dating back to the Stone Age, Lough Gur contains abundant megaliths, hill forts, stone circles and more. Each of these three sites is important to the field in different ways, but in a research project of this caliber none should be overlooked.
